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dorsal accessory olivary nucleus b : one situated on each side 
medial to the inferior olive — called also medial accessory oli- 
vary nucleus 

accessory pancreatic duct n : duct of santortni 

g^j^ci'dent X'ak-ssd-^nt, -ss-.dent; 'aks-d^nt\ n 1 : an unfor- 
tunate event resulting from carelessness, unawareness, igno- 
rance, or a combination of causes 2 : an unexpected bodily 
event of medical importance esp. when injurious <the paralytic 
occurred between the 8th and 21st day after the initial injection 
^Jour. Amer. Med, Assoc.y <a cerebral vascular ~> 3 : an 
unexpected happening causing loss or injury which is not due to 
any fauU or misconduct on the part of the person injured but from 
the consequences of which he may be entitled to some legal relief 
^ ac-ci-den»tal \,ak-s9-'dent-'l\ adj — ac*ci-deii*tal<ly 
\-Ment-)e, -^l-e\ also ac-ci*denMy \-'dent-le\ adv 

accidental death n : death by accidental means usu. sudden and 
violent; also : death occurring as the unforeseen and chance re- 
salt of an intended act 

accidental injury n : injury occurring as the unforeseen and 
chance result of a voluntary act 

accident-prone adj 1 : having a greater than average number 
of accidents 2 : having personality traits that predispose to ac- 
cidents < importance of identifying accident-prone persons — 
Jour, Amer. Med. Assoc.^ 

ac*cli*niate \'ak-ia-,mat; 9-'klt-m3t,-,mat\vfp-inat-ed;-iiiat-iog 

: ACCLIMATIZE 

aC'Cli*nia*tion X.ak-b-'ma-shsn, -,l!-\ n : acclimatization esp. 
by physiological adjustment of an organism to environmental 
change 

aC'Cii^ma-tize or Brit ac*cli*ma»tise \3-'kli-m3-,tiz\ vb 
-tized or Brii -tised; -tiz*ing or Brii -tis-ing vf : to adapt to a new 
temperature, altitude, climate, environment, or situation vi 
I to become acclimatized — ac-cli*ma*tl*za*tion or Brit 
ac-cIiTna-ti*sa»tion \3-,kli-m3t-o-'za-sh9n\ r\ 

ac-Com*nio*date \o-'kani-9-,dat\ vi -dat-cd; -dat-Ing : to 
adapt oneself; also : to undergo visual accommodation — 
ac-com*mo*da*tive \-,dat-iv\ adj 

ac-com»ni0*da*tion \3-,kam-3-'da-sh9n\ n : an adaptation or 

adjustment esp- of a bodily part (as an organ): as a : the auto- 
matic adjustment of the eye for seeing at different distances ef- 
fected chiefly by changes in the convexity of the crystalline lens 
b : the range over which such adjustment is possible 
ac-COtlche-ment \,a-,kush-'ma", a-'kush-,\ n : the time or act 
of giving birth 

accouchement for*c6 \"(Jfor-'sa\ n, pi ac'Couch«*ment$. 
for^cfe \-'ma"(z)-, -,ma''(z)-\ : artificially forced and hastened 
delivery 

ac^cou'cheur \,a-,ku-'sh3r\ n : one that assists at a birA; esp 

: OBSTETRICIAN 

ac«cou*cheuse \,a-,ku-'sh3(r)2, -'shttz\ n : midwife 
ac*cre*tio cor^dLs \a-,kre-sh(e-)6-'k6rd-3s\ n : adhesive peri- 
carditis in which there arc adhesions extending from the pericar- 
dium to the mediastinum » pleurae, diaphragm, and chest wall 
ac-cre-tion X^-'kre-sh^nX n : the process of growth or enlarge- 
ment; esp : increase by external addition or accumulation (as by 
adhesion of external parts or particles) — compare apposition 1, 
INTUSSUSCEPTION 2 — ac*cre*tion-ary \-sh3-,ner-e\ adj 
Ace \'as\ trademark — used for a bandage with elastic proper- 
JllB^ -= 



containing no cells 




I aceMu-Iar \C)a-'sei-y9-br\ adj 
' \ vided into cells 
\^ce*nes4he<5ia or chiefly Brit acoc*iiacs'thi 

'Llie-zh3r'-,S6tt-asA « : loss of awareness of one's own bodily 
parts or organs : absence of cenesthesia 
acen«tric \(')a-'sen-trik\ adj : lacking a centromere chro- 

mosomes> 

ace*pha«lia \(')a-s9-'fal-y3, -'fa-le-^\ n : absence of a head <~ 
of a fetus> 

aceph*a*Io*cyst \(')a-'sef-3-lo-,sist, 9-'sef-\ n ; a hydatid that 
has not developed a head — aceph-a-lo-cyst-ic \,a-,sef-$-(,)16' 
'sis-tik, 9-jSef-\ adj 

aceph-a*lous XOa-'sef-a-bs, a-'sefA adj ; lacking a head or 
having the head reduced 

aceph-a*lus XOa-'sef-^a-lM, o-'sef-\ n, pi -a»li \-,lT, -,la\ : a 



headless fetal monster 
ac*er*0*la \,as-3-*ro-l9\ n ; a West Indian shrub (genus Mai- 

pigkia) with mildly acid cherrylike fruits very rich in vitamin C 
acer*vu*ius \3-'s3r-vy3-bs\ pi -vyli \-,lT, -,le\ : brain 

SAND 

acervulus ce«re*bri \-S3-'re-,brT, -'ser-s-.bri, -,bre\ n : brain 

SAND 

aces^cent \a-'ses-^nt, a-'ses-\ adj 1 : turning sour or tending 

to mrn sour <~ milk) 2 : slightly sour <an ^ flavor) 
aces -0 'dyne \9-'ses-9-,din\ adj : mitigating or relieving pain 

: ANODYNE 

aceta pt of acetum 

acetabular notch \-'nach\ n : a notch in the rim of the acetab- 
ulum through which blood vessels and nerves pass 

ac>e'tab*U'lo*plas*ty \,as-3-'tab-y9-(,)lo-,plas-te\ pi -ties 
: a plastic operation on the acetabulum intended to restore its 
normal state (as by repairing or enlarging its cavity) 

ac*e«tab'U*lum V'tab-ys-bmX /i, pi -lums or -la \~l3\ 1 
; the cup-shaped socket in the hipbone 2 : a sucker of an inver- 
tebrate (as a Lrematode or leech) — ac*«*tab*u*]ar \-l9r\ adj 

aC'C-tal \*as-9-|tal\ n : any of various compounds characterised 
by the grouping C(0R)2 and obtained esp. by heating aldehydes 
or ketones with alcohols 

ac-et-al-de-hyde \|as-9-'tal-d9-,hId\ n ; a colorless volatile wa- 
ter-soluble liquid aldehyde C2H4O used chiefly in organic synthe- 
sis that can cause irritation to mucous membranes — called also 
ethanal 

acet*amide Xa-'set-s-'mid, ,as-3t-'am-,idX n \ a white crystal- 
line amide C2H5NO of acetic acid used esp. as a solvent and in 
organic synthesis 

acet-amin-O-phen X^-.set-g-'min-^-fan, .as-st-X n : a crystal- 
line compound CrH^NOj that is a hydroxy derivative of acetani- 
lide and is used in chemical synthesis and in medicine instead of 
aspirin to relieve pain and fever — called also paracetamol, see 

TYLENOL 

ac-et*an*i«lide or ac«et-aii*i*ljd X.as-a-'tan-»l-,Td, -'l-9d\ n 
; a white crystalline compound CgHgNO that is derived from an- 
iline and acetic acid and is used esp. to check pain or fever — 
called also phenylacetamide 

ac*et*ar*$one Xra5-9t-'ar-,sonX also ac-et-ar'sol \-,s6[, -,s6lX 
n : a white powder CgHioAsNOs used in the treatment of tricho- 
monal vaginitis and Vincent's angina and in some countries in 
the treatment of amebiasis 
ac*e*tate \'as-9-^tatX n : a salt or ester of acetic acid 
ac*et<azol-aDlide X,as-9t-9-'zol-9-,mid, -'zal-, -mad\ /I : a di- 
uretic drug C4HgN403S2 used esp. in the treatment of edema as- 
sociated with congestive heart failure and of glaucoma 
ace-te-nyl Xi-'set-a-.nil, -'set-*n-dl\ n : ethynyl 
ace -tic \a-'set-ik\ adj : of, relating to, or producing acetic acid 
or vinegar 

acetic acid n : a colorless pungent liquid acid C2H4O2 that is the 
chief acid of vinegar and that is used esp. in synthesis (as of 
plastics) and occas, in medicine as an astringent and styptic 

acetic anhydride n : a colorless liquid (CHjC0)20 with a pun- 
gent odor and lacrimatory and vesicant action that is used esp. in 
making acetyl derivatives (as aspirin and cellulose acetate) 

ace-ti'fy Xs-'set-s-.fi, -'set-X vr -lied; -fy»ing : to turn into acetic 
acid or vinegar — ace-tl-fi<ca-tion X-^set-s-fa-'ka-sh^n, set-X 
n — ace»ti»fi»er X-'sct-8-,fr(-9)r, -'sct-X « 

acetimeter var of acetometer 

ac-e-tin X*as-3t-*n, -s-tanX 1 * any of three liquid acetates 
formed when glycerol and acetic acid are^.hcated together: a 
: one C3H^(OH)2C2H302 containing only one acetate group that 
is used chiefly in the manufacture of explosives — called also 
monodcetin b : one C3H3(OH)(C2H302)2 containing two acetate 
groups that is used chiefly as a plasticizer and solvent — called 
also diacetin c 1 one C3H5(C2H302)3 containing three acetate 
groups that is used chiefly as a plasticizer and solvent and as a 
fixative in perfumes — called also triacetin 

XsXabut XAkitten XsrXfurther XaXash XaXace XAcot, carl 
XauXout XchXchin XeXbet XeXeasy XgXgo \i\hit XAice XjXjob 
XoXsing XoXgo XoXlaw XoiXboy XthXthin XltXthe XiiXl«>l 
Xu\foot XyXyet XzhXvislon see also Pronunciation Symbols page 



